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Letter from the President 
  

We enjoyed seeing Rex Bishop‟s presentation on woody ornamentals.  His slide 

 show covered many of our favorites, and I believe one or more of us owned each 

plant he talked about.  The members agreed to donate a copy of his book to each of 

the three local libraries, and I believe this is a trend we can continue. 

 

 The members approved running a water line from Dorris Road to the  

greenhouse, including installation of a water meter.  The County is willing to do 

the work for us.  Once that occurs, we will be able to grow more plants at the 

 greenhouse.  Currently, we have not built the additional beds approved because 

 of the water situation.  Paul Beggs has allowed us to use the first row of beds in 

 the vegetable garden to grow additional plants for our plant sale.  Both the two 

 front beds are impacted by the water oak and its roots, and our vegetable 

 production there is not good.  Some of our flowering plants, like iris and daylily, 

will do fine in the space, and both have already been planted in the space.    

 

The vegetable garden is enjoying this week‟s rain (about 1.75 inches).  Our  

production as of Friday, October 14, is just over 3,000 pounds.  We are currently 

 harvesting radishes, turnip greens, collard greens, mustard greens,okra, peppers  

and sweet potatoes.  We should dig the last of our sweet potatoes this week.   

 

Our Nature Trail workday hosted a smaller group, but we were able to haul a load of mulch and add to 

the trees planted in the spring.  We also started a small native butterfly garden and removed some of the stellas 

and replaced them with an American Beauty Berry supplied by Randy Cooper.  We also cleaned the bridges and 

outdoor classroom.  We still need to continue to work on the privet, and we will do this when we can follow our 

privet cuts with painting the cuts with brush-be-gone.   The plants on the Nature Trail are doing as well as can 

be expected given the lack of water this year.  The WSA has cut a large path down the stream from the Dorris 

Road bridge to clean out around the sewer access, and this might present us with an opportunity to add some 

wildflowers to this area.  We will need to wait until they finish their work before planning further. 

 

Volunteer hours are due at the end of November, so please begin finalizing your spreadsheets.   

 

 See you at our meeting on November 3 – be sure to bring your checkbook to purchase some plants from 

our speaker! 

 

 

 

                               Marjorie Stansel 

  

DOUGLAS  COUNTY  DIRT 
DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 
 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

November 3, 2011 

 

6:30 for pot-luck 

Dinner 

 

7:00 meeting  

begins.   

 

St Julian Episcopal  

Church 

5400 Stewart Mill 

Road 

Douglasville, GA 
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Douglas County Master Gardener Association Minutes–October 6, 2011 

 

WELCOME  
President Marjorie Stansel opened the meeting with a welcome to all in attendance.   Visitors were welcomed 

and introduced.    Members were asked to check the annual attendance and make any additions or corrections. 

 

MINUTES  
The September 2011 minutes were published in the DC Dirt newsletter and copies made for each table for the 

meeting.   The minutes were approved by the membership 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The treasurer report was submitted by Earl Cosgrove, Treasurer. 

 

Balance as of September 30 2011 $13,920.69 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

New Master Gardener Interns: Larry Cohran was recognized for completing his MG hours of service.    Kevin 

Livingston and the MG Board participated in the presentation to Larry. 

 

Lifetime Achievement: Karen Flagg was recognized for 10 years of services as a Master Gardener.    Kevin 

Livingston and the MG Board participated in the presentation to Karen.    

 

Chapel Hill High School – Memorial Garden for BobbyTillman:   Marjorie Stansel discussed the need for 

volunteers to assist with the Memorial Garden at Chapel Hill High School.   Linda Nunez, Marty Mahoney and 

Charity Jordan volunteered to assist.   Marjorie will set up a meeting to begin the planning. 

 

The GMGA Conference in Macon will be in Macon, Georgia October 21-22, and Marjorie Stansel encouraged 

members to attend the meeting. 

 

Marjorie Stansel addressed the issue of the Greenhouse well.   She proposed several solutions to the group.  

These included a) installing a 5/8 pipe at a cost of $600 and pay for a hook up at a cost of $1,975, b) have the 

current well evaluated and get an estimate for repair, c) keep the existing well and when water is low pay for a 

water truck to bring in water.    After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to install a 5/8 pipe and hook 

up, with the County agreeing to do the work.   The MG members in attendance approved. 

 

Marjorie Stansel called for volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee for Officer for 2012.   There were 

no volunteers.   Marjorie will approach people after the meeting and secure members for this year‟s Nominating 

Committee. 

 

Marjorie Stansel reminded members of the Nature Trail workday on October 8 – The workday this year will be 

held from 8:30 – 11:00 a.m.   Lunch will be purchased by DCMG for the workers.   Members were encouraged 

to participate. 

 

With respect to the book published on Woody Ornamentals by Rex Bishop, Earl Cosgrove made a motion and it 

was seconded to purchase three of Rex‟s books and donate them to the three Douglas County libraries.  The 

membership approved this purchase. 
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Members were reminded of the Jr. Master Gardener Fruit Tree Sale.   The deadline has been extended to 

October 13, 2011 with a deliver date of October 15, 2011. 

 

DOOR PRIZES 

A drawing was held for the door prize which was a copy of Rex Bishop‟s book Woody Plants.    

 

SPEAKER 

Genie Gordon introduced the speaker for the evening.    Rex Bishop spoke on Woody Ornamentals.    

The meeting was adjourned by Marjorie Stansel, President 

Submitted by:  Janet P. Deal, Secretary 

 
 
 

                  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea

„Heirloom and Fragrant Companions for Hydrangeas‟ 
  

Jason Powell will be our speaker for the Thursday, November 3
rd

 meeting.  The 

topic will be „Heirloom and Fragrant Companions for Hydrangeas‟.  

Jason and his wife Shelly are the founders of „Petals from the Past‟, a 23-acre 

nursery located in Jemison, Alabama. Established in 1994, the Powell`s have 

applied contemporary techniques in growing the finest old-garden plants along 

with  new varieties. 

Originally focused on heirloom roses, the nursery supports gardening from an 

educational standpoint by cultivating mature plants in display gardens for 

observation and by hosting monthly educational programs. 

Jason received a B.S. from Auburn University in landscape design horticulture 

and a Master‟s in horticulture from Texas A&M University. He is also a board 

member of the Alabama Nursery and Landscape Association. 

 



DC DIRT/November 2011  
Douglas County Master Gardener Association Newsletter  Page 4 
 

Seasonal calendar - November 
 

FIRST WEEK: 
Blow or rake fallen leaves regularly from newly planted fescue lawns. Remove as many acorns as possible from 

all lawns. see Removing Leaves from New Lawn 
This is the best time to plant spring-flowering bulbs now that the soil is cooler. Add fertilizer as you dig the bed. see Planting Bulbs in Fall 
Dig caladium, elephant ear and dahlia bulbs now while you can still find them. Store in boxes of peat moss. see 

Winter Care for Elephant Ear 

Fertilize fescue lawns for a second time (and again in February and April). Use any turf fertilizer that‟s on sale. 

see Fertilizing Fescue 

SECOND WEEK: 
Enjoy sasanqua camellia blooms. Cut a few to bring indoors and float in a crystal saucer for a dining table 

centerpiece. see Sasanqua Camellia and Japanese Camellia Identification 

Shear chrysanthemums and asters down to four inches once the flowers fade. see Fall and Summer Care for 

Chrysanthemum 

Rake out fallen leaves and replace the mulch under crabapples and dogwoods to prevent disease next year. 

Neaten perennial flower beds. Remove dry stems and dead leaves. Put fresh mulch under shrubs, trees and 

perennials. see Mulching Tips 

Fill bird feeders with black oil sunflower seeds. Birds will find and eat each seed and you won‟t accidentally 

feed chipmunks and rats on the ground. see Feeding Backyard Birds 

THIRD WEEK: 
Fertilize again the pansies, snapdragons, cabbage and dianthus you planted a few weeks ago. Use a powdered, 

water-soluble fertilizer now but switch to a product containing “nitrate nitrogen” December thru March. see 

Success With Pansies 

Prepare your composting area for fall leaves. You can make a cheap bin from 4 foot wide fence wire 10 feet 

long. Bend it into a circle and join the ends together. Pile in leaves as you rake them. Spray each layer with 

water. see How to Build a Simple Compost Bin 

Clean all of the old vines from tomato cages before putting them in storage. Pull up okra stalks plus squash and 

bean vines 

Bring some rosemary inside to dry for winter use. Freeze basil in water-filled plastic containers. see Preserving 

Basil 

Regularly water bermudagrass sod installed within the last two months. One-half inch per week will suffice. see 

Late Installation of Sod 

FOURTH WEEK: 
Divide your hanging basket of Boston fern into thirds and plant into three new baskets. Hang in a sunny 

window; by spring they‟ll be big enough to put outside. see Winter Care of Boston Fern 

Continue to plant shrubs and trees. Even though its chilly outdoors, the soil is still warm enough to encourage 

root growth. Remove all of the twine, wire or paper trunk cover on each one. see Planting Trees Correctly 

Tie up loose canes of climbing roses so they don‟t slap against the arbor or each other on windy days. see Roses 

– General Care 

Water weekly the pansies and other cool-season flowers you planted earlier. 

Spot-spray or dig out chickweed, violets and wild onions you find in your lawn.  see Chickweed Control 
Used by permission from Walter Reeves—www.walterreeves.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/fescue-tree-leaves-on-new-lawn/
http://www.walterreeves.com/glossary/bed/
http://www.walterreeves.com/landscaping/bulbs-when-to-plant-in-fall/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/elephant-ear-winter-care/
http://www.walterreeves.com/lawn-care/fescue-fertilizing/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/sasanqua-camellia-and-japanese-camellia-identification/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/chrysanthemum-fall-and-winter-care/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/chrysanthemum-fall-and-winter-care/
http://www.walterreeves.com/glossary/mulch/
http://www.walterreeves.com/glossary/perennial/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/mulching-correct-procedure/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/birds-feeding-2/
http://www.walterreeves.com/landscaping/pansy-uga-publication/
http://www.walterreeves.com/glossary/prepare/
http://www.walterreeves.com/how-to-archive/how-to-build-a-simple-compost-bin/
http://www.walterreeves.com/how-to-archive/how-to-build-a-simple-compost-bin/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/basil-preserving/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/basil-preserving/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/sod-too-late-to-put-down/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/boston-fern-winter-care/
http://www.walterreeves.com/landscaping/trees-planting-correctly/
http://www.walterreeves.com/landscaping/rose-general-care/
http://www.walterreeves.com/landscaping/rose-general-care/
http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/chickweed-control/
http://www.walterreeves.com/
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Kevin 
Livingston 
presented a 
DCMGA 
certificate to 
Larry Cohran 
upon 
completion of 
his 50 hours of 
service. 

At the October 
meeting, Karen 
Flagg received 
her 'Lifetime 
Achievement' 
award. Karen is 
a 2001 Master 
Gardener. 
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 This is a limb of a yellow Angel Trumpet that we placed in the ground last 
November at the vegetable garden. Mr. Kirkwood shared some of his 
propagation methods in a class attended by Randy, Virginia, Karen, Paul and 
Genie. 
 

---and from that one limb, we had about 15 'mother plants' come up this 
summer with dozens of beautiful yellow blooms. Thanks Mr. Kirkwood--your 
method worked!! 
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Dorsett Shoals Elementary School Involvement with the DCMG 

 

By Denine Rogers Rd, Ld 
 

Dorsett Shoals Elementary School was given the Fuel Up to Play 60 grant and has been working on their school 

garden along with Marjorie Stansel – President of the Master Gardeners for Douglas County.  Since January 

2011, Denine Rogers Rd, Ld  – Master Gardener and Registered Dietitian, Cathy York - Food Service Manager 

of Dorsett Shoals Elementary School, the students of the Fuel Up to Play 60 afterschool program and Marjorie 

Stansel has produced a wonderful beautiful vegetable, flower and herbal garden. 

 

 Cathy York gave Denine Rogers a report about the garden.  Here is what she wrote: “We have cleared 

out one area and already planted a row of peas, radishes and carrots.  We have some of the plants still in 

pots and will replant them in another area.  We have been watering and tending and things are blooming 

and the whole school is noticing! The kids are really enjoying it too! “ 

 

 

The Fuel Up to Play 60 program is to educate school aged students about staying fit, eating right and 

accomplishing this in a fun and engaging way.  This program compels students to become physically active for 

at least 60 minutes every day both in school and at home.  It also teaches students to select healthy nutritious 

foods for their meals and snacks.  This program is sponsored by the National Diary Council, National Football 

League, American Heart Association and American Dietetic Association.   

 

Childhood obesity rates are at all-time highs: today nearly 1 in 3 children and teens in the United States are 

obese or overweight.  Increased physical activity and nutritious meals has been associated with longer life 

expectancies and decreased risk factors on preventable diseases such as heart disease and hypertension.   

 

Having these wonderful sponsors involved in this program will build healthier school environments which can 

in turn shape the lifelong healthy wellbeing of all students to come.  We need your help and support for this 

program by becoming engage in your school activities on nutrition and physical activity.  For more information 

on this program you can go to the website www.fueluptoplay60.com 

   

 

 

  

http://www.fueluptoplay60.com/
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DORSETT SHOALS ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
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Observations from the CAC Butterfly Garden 

The Butterfly Garden has gone multi-lingual: 

 Ama-Kanasta – A Cherokee Chief who took his name from the ―sweet water‖ of the late 1700‘s 
creek where he grew up and lived  
                     his whole life.  Now known as Sweetwater Creek State Park and the name of a very 
generous local garden club. 

 Faux Bois – From the French for false wood, refers to the artistic imitation of wood 
or wood grains. Resembling timbers and logs. 

                         Thanks so much, ya’ll – Sincere, but not exactly the queen‘s English.  
  
The CAC Butterfly Garden has much for which to be thankful.  Due to the generosity of Ama-
Kanasta Garden Club and The Douglas County Master Gardeners the garden is now home to a 
most enchanting ‗faux bois‘ bench.  The French are credited with naming this artistic expression of 
trees and their woods.  However, examples of this art form predate the very existence of France 
as a nation. In 1875, using the technique of reinforcing concrete with steel rods, the first faux bois 
bridge was constructed in 1875 in Chazelet, France. This art form reached its peak of popularity in 
the late 19th century through the 1940‘s. This delightful addition to the CAC landscape supplies a 
critical link between the grounds and this historical house. Thank you all for this enduring legacy.  
  
We have met the enemy and its name is liriope. Thanks to the really, really, hard work of Joelle 
Balcom, Randy Cooper, and Sharon Morton a stubborn strip of liriope was challenged, dug, and 
replanted to elongate the lower garden and deter auto damage to the beds.  Thanks to Randy 
Cooper for supplying a multitude of shredded leaf mulch and to Kathy Henry for spreading a 
blanket of the same on the hungry soil.  
  
Thank you to Kevin Livingston and The West Georgia Green Association members for another 
opportunity to present an overview of the DCMG‘s projects and a deeper dive on the CAC 
Butterfly garden during their October meeting.  
  
We are currently working at the garden on Wednesday‘s at 9A, weather permitting.  Please join us 
anytime; we would welcome the company and the muscle. 
 
Mary Yount 
On behalf of the CAC BFG Committee 

Randy Cooper, Kathy Henry, and Sharon Morton 
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RECIPE CORNER 
 
 

Our recipe corner will feature a recipe from our cookbook for a fruit or 
vegetable in season.  This recipe was from Joan Flammia a friend of Pat 
Dickison. 
 
APPLE CRISP 
 
1 cup sugar or Splenda                          ½ tsp cinnamon  
6 tart apples, peeled and sliced  6 Tbsp margarine 
2 tsp lemon juice     ¼ cup water 
¾ cup flour and oatmeal*   ¼ tsp salt 
 
*Mix ½ flour and ½ oatmeal to form ¾ cup.   
Combine ½ of sugar, lemon juice, cinnamon and water in bottom of greased 
2-quart baking pan.  Mix with apples.  Blend rest of sugar, salt, flour and 
margarine.  Sprinkle on top.  Bake at 375 degrees for 40-45 minutes.  If it 
doesn‘t brown well, turn on broiler for a few minutes at end of baking period. 
 
 
 
 

 

 President: Marjorie Stansel  770-949-0946      

Vice President: Sherry Beggs 678-715-9301 

Recording Secretary: Janet Deal 770-489-7551 

Treasurer:   Earl Cosgrove 678-363-5366 

Newsletter: Judy Cole 770-489-0567 

Web site: Fred Finch 

Web Site liaison: Mellie Boykin 770 -942-6871 
Yard of the Month: James Kirkwood 770-942-1663 

Douglas County Extension Office: 770-920-7224                                                               

 

                    

 


